


Sistema Scotland is honoured to be the chosen charity of the Dunedin Consort to benefit
from their St Andrew’s Fair Saturday concerts in Edinburgh and Dunkeld.

Sistema Scotland is a charity on amission to transform lives and communi�es throughmusic.
This year we celebrate our 10th year and already we are seeing some exci�ng results. Our Big
Noise orchestral programmes work with over 2,500 children from birth to adulthood in some
of Scotland’s most disadvantaged communi�es. Our inspira�onal musicians support the
young people to fulfil their poten�al in all areas of their lives, developing confidence,
resilience and aspira�on through learning and playing together in an orchestra.

Sistema Scotland now has four
Big Noise centres:

Big Noise Raploch, S�rling
Big Noise Govanhill, Glasgow
Big Noise Torry, Aberdeen
Big Noise Douglas, Dundee

Independent evidence has shown that the children’s involvement in Big Noise has a wide
range of posi�ve impacts including engagement with educa�on, developing life skills,
securing emo�onal wellbeing, building social skills, encouraging healthy behaviours and
offering respite and protec�on for some of our most vulnerable children.

Big Noise is commi�ed to working with children and communi�es over the long term to bring
about genera�onal change. Over 40% of our income comes from private dona�ons,
including from individual and gi�s in wills.

Please give generously to support our work today!

For more informa�on visit www.makeabignoise.org.uk/transformlives to find out how you
can make a difference!

Sistema Scotland is registered as a Scottish Charity No. SC039119
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PROGRAMME
Plainsong Rorate caeli desuper  

 James MacMillan O radiant dawn 
  

Tomás Luis de Victoria O magnum mysterium  
Tomás Luis de Victoria Missa O magnum mysterium: Kyrie — Gloria  

Francisco Guerrero Canite tuba in Sion  
Alonso Lobo Ave regina caelorum  

  
Tomás Luis de Victoria Missa O magnum mysterium: Credo 

  
Alonso Lobo Ave Maria  

Tomás Luis de Victoria Missa O magnum mysterium: Sanctus — Benedictus  
  

Alonso Lobo O quam suavis est  
Tomás Luis de Victoria Missa O magnum mysterium: Agnus Dei  

  
 Cecilia McDowall Ave regina caelorum  

 Ben Parry Veni Emmanuel 
  

 ~ Interval ~ 
  

 Judith Weir Drop down, ye heavens, from above  
 Ben Parry Adam lay ybounden  
 Sally Beamish In the stillness  

  
 John Black All sons of Adam 

 David Peebles Si quis diligit me 
  

 Robert Johnson Ave Dei patris filia  
  

 James MacMillan Dominus dabit benignitatem  
 Morten Lauridsen O magnum mysterium



Although this evening’s programme might, at first glance, seem to contain a rather eclectic 
mix of music, its contents are linked by a series of common themes. Around a central pillar of 
music by composers of the Spanish Siglo de Oro, or ‘Golden Age’, it interweaves works by 
both lesser-known sixteenth-century Scots and contemporary composers. Though they may 

be separated not just by seas, but also by some 400 years, their music finds a common 
expression, invoking the senses of mystery, wonderment and hope that are central to Advent 
and Christmas — and audible to believers and non-believers alike. 

The text of the plainchant that opens the sequence is taken from Isaiah 45. Traditionally, this 

would have been sung during the first week of Advent, and throughout the season at the 
Mass and Vespers services in the lead-up to Christmas. Its simple yet haunting refrain 
embodies the humility and hopefulness inherent in the Advent liturgy. In his motet, O 
Radiant Dawn, Scottish composer Sir James MacMillan (b. 1959) sets an English translation 
of one of the seven Advent antiphons (O splendor lucis aeternae). It likens the coming of the 

Messiah to the rising of the sun, bringing the light and warmth necessary for all life. One of 
MacMillan’s Strathclyde Motets, it was composed in 2007 for the choir at St Columba’s 
Church in Glasgow’s Maryhill, where the composer directed the music for several years. 
Drawing on the rich tradition of chant and polyphony that constituted the Catholic musical 
tradition of the sixteenth century, it makes imaginative use of similar techniques to those 

employed by the sixteenth-century Spanish school.  

Although Tomás Luis de Victoria (1548-1611) was the pre-eminent Spanish composer of 
the late 1500s, he spent much of his earlier professional career in Rome, where he had 
studied at the German College. In 1587, he returned to Spain as chaplain at the Royal 

Convent of the Barefoot Nuns of Santa Clara in Madrid. Setting a text from the responsories 
for Christmas Matins, his motet O magnum mysterium was published in 1572. Although 
scored in just four parts, it unfolds with a beautiful serenity, evoking the rich imagery in the 
text, as the animals gaze at the infant Jesus.  

Victoria’s Missa O magnum mysterium was published some twenty years later. It is an 
example of the so-called parody mass — a common form used by sixteenth-century 
composers, whereby an existing piece (either sacred or secular) was used as the musical 
basis for setting the text of the Latin mass. In fact, Victoria employed the parody technique in 
a total of twenty of his twenty-one published masses. Although the original text is removed, 

each movement of Victoria’s mass seems to retain the motet’s affect, demonstrating the 
creativity sixteenth-century composers could call on in approaching ritual texts.  

PROGRAMME NOTES



Unlike his compatriot Victoria, Francisco Guerrero (1528-1599) spent his entire 

professional life employed in Spain. Born in Sevilla, he was known for his early proficiency 
on several instruments, later becoming maestro de capilla at the city’s cathedral. Guerrero 
produced a large number of secular songs in addition to his sacred music. His Canite tuba 
in Sion was published in 1570, and uses the four voice-parts to imitate trumpets, conveying 
the urgency in the Advent responsory. Alonso Lobo (1555-1677) was born in Osuna, 

before becoming a chorister in the choir at Sevilla Cathedral under Guerrero, who he 
assisted in his old age. He went on to become the director of music at Toledo Cathedral. 
Lobo’s output represents the following generation of Spanish composers, with a nod 
towards the more vertically oriented textures of the baroque. His O quam suavis and two 
Marian hymns, Ave regina caelorum and Ave maria, are serene yet highly rhetorical, with 

their respective texts always clearly discernible. 

Cecilia McDowall (b. 1951) was born in London, and studied Music at the University of 
Edinburgh. With her obvious affinity for vocal writing, she has been commissioned by 
ensembles including the BBC Singers, and the choirs of Westminster Abbey, and St Paul’s 

and Westminster Cathedrals. Her Ave regina caelorum (2004) captures the essence of the 
light described in its text, and echoes Lobo’s in several ways, with its sections of vivid, 
imitative polyphony framed between more homophonic paragraphs. In addition to his 
conducting activities, Ben Parry (b. 1965) is also one of Britain’s leading arrangers and 
composers of choral music. Veni Emmanuel fuses the text of the Advent antiphon with a 

text by his frequent collaborator Garth Bardsley, in a double-choir arrangement that 
combines mesmerising rhythmical patterns with increasingly bold harmonies. His Adam lay 
ybounden is comparatively much simpler, originally written for one of Ben’s choirs at the 
Britten Pears Foundation.  

Judith Weir (b. 1954) is Master of the Queen’s Music and one of the world’s best-known 
composers of choral music, possessing a unique ability to reference familiar musical 
language in rendering new and enchanting creations. Drop down, ye heavens combines 
the plainsong of the Advent prose with fresh-sounding harmonies, further emphasising its 
irrepressible message of hope. Sally Beamish (b. 1956) is a familiar name to Scottish 

musical audiences, having been Composer in Residence with the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra, as well as receiving numerous commissions from organisations including Scottish 
Opera and the Royal Scottish National Orchestra. In the stillness takes a poem by Scottish 
writer Katrina Shepherd, conjuring the picturesque setting of a placid church in a winter 
landscape. 

Although the composer of All Sons of Adam is unknown, its text was printed in John 
Forbes’s collection Songs & Fancies, published in Aberdeen in 1662. The late Kenneth 
Elliott has suggested the music may be by John Black (c.1520-1587), who, in 1556, was 
recorded as master of Aberdeen’s ‘Sang Schule’. Prior to the Reformation, David Peebles 
(c.1530-1579) was a canon at the Augustinian Priory of St Andrews. Thomas Wode 



described him as ’ane of the cheiff musitians into this land’, adding that Peebles composed 
Si quis diligit me around 1530 and presented it to James V, who, ‘being a musitian, he did 
lyke it verray weill.’ Wode also refers to Robert Johnson, detailing how he was convicted of 

heresy, and fled south to England sometime before the Scottish Reformation in 1560. Ave 
Dei patris filia is a large-scale work, with a series of alternate sections for three, four and 
five voices. It gives a sense of the kind of music sung in Britain in the earlier part of the 
sixteenth century — much of which was destroyed or lost — with less emphasis on the 
communication of the text than on sheer sonic beauty. 

Setting another text from the liturgy for the first Sunday of Advent, MacMillan’s Dominus 
dabit begnignatem was also written for his choir at St Columba’s. In it, MacMillan makes 
extensive use of the plainsong tone for Psalm 84, disguising it within a rich harmonic 
soundscape. Similar textures can be heard in the American composer Morten Lauridsen’s 
(b. 1943) setting of O magnum mysterium — the same text set by Victoria. With its 
hypnotic refrain, its cumulative effect is powerful, intended by the composer in his own 
words as ‘an affirmation of God’s grace to the meek…a quiet song of profound inner joy.’ 

© David Lee 

We are delighted to present this evening’s performance in partnership with St 
Andrew’s Fair Saturday. Launched as a counter-initiative to ‘Black Friday’, Fair 
Saturday seeks to reposition culture and the arts at the centre of society. In Scotland, 
St Andrews Fair Saturday will be celebrated on Saturday 1 December through a host 
of performances, exhibitions and events across the country, with our performance in 
Edinburgh on Friday 30 November marking the opening of the celebrations. 

As a Fair Saturday participant, Dunedin Consort is pleased to announce its support 
for Sistema Scotland, one of Scotland’s most powerful advocates for music education 
and its capacity for social change. A retiring collection in aid of Sistema Scotland will 
be held this evening and we encourage you to give generously, Your support will help 
to change the lives of children and young people in disadvantaged communities. 

For more information please visit www.fairsaturday.org



TEXTS & TRANSLATIONS
Rorate, coeli, desuper, 
et nubes pluant iustum;    
aperiatur terra, et germinet Salvatorem.  
  
Ne irascáris Dómine, ne 
ultra memíneris iniquitátis:    
ecce cívitas Sancti facta est desérta:   
Sion desérta facta est: Jerúsalem desolátaest:    
domus sanctificatiónis tuæ et glóriæ tuæ,   
ubi laudavérunt te patres nostri.   

Peccávimus et facti sumus tamquam  
immúndus nos,    
et cecídimus quasi fólium univérsi:    
et iniquitátes nostræ quasi ventus abstulérunt 
nos:  
abscondísti fáciem tuam a nobis,    
et allisisti nos in manu iniquitátis nostræ.   
  

Vide Domine afflictiónem pópuli tui,   
et mitte quem missúrus es:    
emítte Agnum dominatórem terræ,    
de Petra desérti ad montem fíliæ Sion:   
ut áuferat ipse jugum captivitátis nostræ.   
  

Consolámini, consolámini, pópule meus: cito  
véniet salus tua:   
quare mæróre consúmeris, quia innovávit te  
dolor?    
Salvábo te, noli timére, 
ego enim sum Dóminus Deus tuus,    
Sanctus Israel, Redémptor tuus. 

O Radiant Dawn, Splendor of eternal Light, 
Sun of Justice: come, shine on those who 
dwell in darkness and the shadow of death. 
Isaiah had prophesied, ‘The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light; 
upon those who dwelt in the land of gloom a 
light has shone.’ O Radiant Dawn… Amen. 

Drop down, ye heavens, from above,   
and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
  

Be not wroth very sore, O Lord,  
neither remember iniquity forever:  
Thy holy cities are a wilderness,   
Sion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation:   
Our holy and our beautiful house, where our 
fathers praisèd thee.  
  
We have sinned, and are as an unclean 
thing,   
and we all do fade as a leaf:  
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken 
us away;   
thou hast hid thy face from us:  
and hast consumed us, because of our 
iniquities.   
  
Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord,    
and my servant whom I have chosen;  
that ye may know me and believe me: I even 
I, am the Lord,  and beside me there is no 
Saviour:  and there is none that can deliver 
out of my hand.   

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people,    
my salvation shall not tarry:  
I have blotted out as a thick cloud thy 
transgressions:   
Fear not, for I will save thee: for I am the Lord 
thy God,   
the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. 



O magnum mysterium   
et admirabile sacramentum,    
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,    
jacentem in præsepio.    
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera  
meruerunt    
Portare Dominum Jesum Christum.    
Alleluya.    

Missa O magnum mysterium 

Kyrie eleison. Christe eleison. Kyrie 
eleison.  

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in 
terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis.  
Laudamus te. Benedicimus te. Adoramus te 
Glorificamus te. 
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloria
m tuam. Domine Deus, rex coelestis, Deus 
pater omnipotens. Domine fili unigenite, 
Jesu Christe. Domine Deus, agnus 
Dei, filius patris.  
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe  
deprecationem nostram. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram patris, miserere 
nobis. Quoniam tu solus sanctus, tu solus 
Dominus, tu solus altissimus, Jesu Christe, 
cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria  
Dei patris.  
Amen.   

Credo in unum Deum, patrem 
omnipotentem, factorem coeli et terrae, 
visibilium omnium et invisibilium. Et in 
unum Dominum Jesum Christum, filium Dei 
unigenitum, et ex patre natum ante omnia 
saecula. Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, 
Deum verum de Deo vero, genitum, non 
factum, consubstantialem patri, per quem 
omnia facta sunt. Qui propter nos homines 
et propter nostram salutem descendit de 
coelis. Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto 
ex Maria virgine, et homo factus est. 
Crucifixus etiam pro nobis: sub Pontio 

O great mystery,   
and wonderful sacrament,    
that animals should see the new-born 
Lord,  lying in a manger.   
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was  
worthy   
To bear Jesus Christ the Lord.    
Alleluia. 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, 
have mercy. 

Glory to God in the highest, and on earth, 
peace to men of goodwill.  
We praise you. We bless you. We worship you. 
We glorify you.  
Thanks we give you for your great glory. Lord 
God, heavenly king, God the omnipotent 
father. Lord the only begotten son, Jesus 
Christ.  
Lord God, lamb of God, son of the father. Who 
takes the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
Who takes the sin of the world, hear our 
prayer.  
Who sits at the right hand of the father, have 
mercy on us.  
For you only are holy, you only are the Lord, 
you only are highest, Jesus Christ, with the 
Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the father. 
Amen. 

I believe in one God, omnipotent Father, 
maker of heaven and earth, of all things visible 
and invisible; And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
only begotten son of God, and from the father 
born before all worlds. God from God, light 
from light, True God from true God, begotten, 
not made, of one substance with the father, by 
whom all things were made, Who for us men, 
and for our salvation, descended from heaven. 
And was incarnate by the Holy Ghost through 
the virgin Mary, and was made man. He was 
crucified for us: under Pontius Pilate he died 
and was buried. And he rose again on the 



Pilato passus et sepultus est. Et resurrexit 
tertia die secundum scripturas.  
Et ascendit in coelum, sedet ad dexteram 
patris. Et iterum venturus est cum gloria 
judicare vivos et mortuos, cujus regni non 
erit finis. Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Dominum 
et vivificantem, qui ex patre filioque 
procedit, qui cum patre et filio simul 
adoratur et conglorificatur, qui locutus est 
per prophetas. Et unam sanctam catholicam 
et apostolicam ecclesiam. Confiteor unum 
baptisma in remissionem peccatorum. Et 
expecto resurrectionem mortuorum, et vitam 
venturi saeculi. Amen.   

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus 
Sabaoth, pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. 
Hosanna in excelsis. Benedictus 
qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in 
excelsis.   
  
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, 
miserere nobis. Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Agnus Dei, 
qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis  
pacem.    

Canite tuba in Sion,    
quia prope est dies Domini.   
Ecce veniet ad salvandum nos.   
Erunt prava in directa,    
et aspera in vias planas:    
Veni, Domine, et noli tardare.  
  
Ave Regina coelorum,  
Ave Domina Angelorum:  
Salve radix sancta  
Ex qua mundo lux est orta:  
Gaude gloriosa,  
Super omnes speciosa,  
Vale, o valde decora,  
Et pro nobis Christum exora 

third day according to the scriptures. And he 
ascended to heaven, seated at the right 
hand of the father. And he will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the dead, 
whose kingdom will have no end. And in the 
Holy Ghost, Lord and giver of life, who 
proceeds from the father and the son, who 
with the father and the son is worshipped 
and glorified, who spoke through the 
prophets; And one holy, catholic and 
apostolic church. I confess one baptism for 
the remission of sins, And I expect the 
resurrection of the dead, and the life of the 
coming world. Amen.  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts, full are 
the heavens and earth with your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who 
comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in 
the highest.   

Lamb of God, who takes the sin of the world, 
have mercy on us. Lamb of God, who takes 
the sin of the world, have mercy on us. Lamb 
of God, who takes the sin of the world, grant 
us  
peace.  

Blow the trumpet in Zion,  
for the day of the Lord is nigh.  
Lo, He comes to our salvation.   
The crooked shall be made straight,   
and the rough ways plain.   
Come, Lord, and do not delay.  

Hail, O Queen of Heav’n enthron’d,  
Hail, by angels Mistress own'd  
Sacred root of Jesse  
Whence the world's true light was born.  
 Glorious Virgin, joy to thee,  
Loveliest whom in Heaven they see,  
Fairest thou where all are fair!  
Plead with Christ our sins to spare.  



Ave Maria, gratia plena, Dominus tecum;  
benedicta tu in mulieribus,  
et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus 
Christus. 
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei,  
ora pro nobis peccatoribus,  
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.  
O quam suavis est, Domine, spiritus tuus,   
qui ut dulcedinem tuam in filios  
demonstrares  
pane suavissimo de caelo praestito,  
esurientes reples bonis,   
fastidiosos divites  
dimittens inanes.  
  
Ave, Regina caelorum,  
ave, Domina angelorum,  
salve, radix, salve, porta  
ex qua mundo lux est orta.  
Gaude, Virgo gloriosa,  
super omnes speciosa;  
vale, o valde decora  
et pro nobis Christum exora  
  
Veni Emmanuel 
Bring forth light,  
Out of our darkness shining bright  
Bring joy, bring gladness  
Our fears to dispel  
Veni, veni Emmanuel   
Bring us peace,   
Out of His love our faith increase  
Bring joy, bring gladness  
Bid sorrows farewell  
Veni, veni Emmanuel   
Hear the story of Gabriel  
To Mary, God’s promise, he did foretell  
And she became his sentinel  
To bring about the first Noël  
Veni, veni Emmanuel   
Bring us might, bring us might  
Out of God’s grace our hearts unite  
Bring joy, bring gladness  
In our lifetime to dwell  
Veni, veni Emmanuel   

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with 
thee; blessed art thou among women,  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus 
Christ.  
Holy Mary, Mother of God,  
pray for us sinners,  
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.  
O how sweet is thy spirit, Lord,    
thou who, in order to demonstrate thy 
sweetness to thy children,   
send down from heaven the sweetest bread 
unsurpassed,  
filling the hungry with good things,    
sending away empty the disdainful rich!  

Hail, Queen of the heavens,  
Hail, Mistress of angels  
Hail, root of Jesse, hail, gate of heaven  
From whom the light came into the world.  
Rejoice, glorious Virgin,  
Favoured above all women;  
Farewell, o truly glorious one  
And intercede with Christ for us  



Drop down ye heavens from above,   
and let the skies pour down righteousness.  
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people;  
My salvation shall not tarry.  
I have blotted out as a thick cloud, thy 
transgressions:  
Fear not, for I will save thee;  
For I am the Lord they God,   
The holy one of Israel, thy redeemer.  
Drop down ye heavens from above,  
And let the skies pour down righteousness.   

Adam lay ybounden,   
Bounden in a bond;   
Four thousand winter   
Thought he not too long.   
And all was for an apple,   
An apple that he took,   
As clerkes finden   
Written in their book.   
Ne had the apple taken been,   
The apple taken been,   
Ne had never our lady   
A-been heavene queen.   
Blessed be the time   
That apple taken was.   
Therefore we moun singen   
Deo gracias!  

In the stillness of a church  
Where candles glow,  
In the softness of a fall  
Of fresh white snow  
In the brightness of the stars  
That shine this night,  
In the calmness of a pool  
Of healing light,  
In the clearness of a choir  
That softly sings,  
In the oneness of a hush  
Of angels’ wings,  
In the mildness of a night by stable bare,  
In the quietness of a lull near cradle fair,  
There’s a patience as we wait  
For a new morn,  
And the presence of a child  
Soon to be born  



All sons of Adam rise up with me,  
Go lov the blissed Trinitie.  
Sing we nowell, nowell, nowell  
Cry Kyrie with hosanna  
Sing Saboath, sing alleluja,  
Now save us Emanuel.  
  
Then spak archangel Gabriel,  
Said Ave Mary mild,  
The Lord of Lordis is with thee,  
Now sall thou go with child.  
Ecce ancilla Domini.  
Then said the virgin young:  
As thou hes said so mot it be.  
Welcom be heavin’s king.  
  
There cam a ship fair sailland then,  
Sanct Michael was the stiersman,  
Sanct John sat in the horn.  
Our Lord harpit, our Lady sang  
And all the bells of heav’n they rang  
On Christsonday at morn.  
  
Then sang the angels all and sum:  
Lauda Jerusalem, Dominum,  
Lauda Deum tuum, Sion.  
The sons of Adam answered them:  
Sing glore be to thee God and man,  
The Father and the Sprit also,  
With honor and perpetual jo.   
  
Si quis díligit me,   
sermónem méum servábit:    
et Pater méus díliget éum:    
et ad éum veniémus,    
et mansiónem ápud éum faciémus,    
alleluia. 

Ave Dei patris filia nobilissima,  
Dei filii mater dignissima,  
Dei Spiritus sponsa venustissima,  
Dei unius et trini ancilla subiectissima.  
Ave summae aeternitatis filia  
clementissima,  
summae veritatis mater piissima,  
summae bonitatis sponsa benignissima,  
summae trinitatis ancillia mitissima.  

If a man love me,  
he will keep my words:  
and my Father will love him,  
and we will come unto him,  
and make our abode with him, 
alleluia. 

Hail, most noble daughter of God the father,  
most worthy mater of the Son of God,  
most graceful bride of God's Spirit,  
closest servant of God one and trine.  
Hail, most clement daughter of the highest 
Eternity,  
most blessed mother of the highest Truth,  
most benign bride of the highest Kindness,  
meekest servant of the highest Trinity.  



Ave aeternae caritatis desideratissima  
filia,  
aeternae sapientiae mater gratissima,  
aeternae spirationis sponsa sacratissima,  
aeternae maiestatis ancilla sincerissima.  
  
Ave Jesu tui filii dulcis filia,  
Christi Dei tui mater alma,  
sponsa sine ulla macula,  
deitatis ancilla sessioni proxima.  
  
Ave Domini filia singulariter  
generosa,  
Domini mater singulariter gloriosa,  
Domini sponsa singulariter speciosa,  
Domini ancilla singulariter  
obsequiosa.  
  
Ave plena gratia solis regina,  
misericordiae mater, meritis praeclara,  
mundi domina, a patriarchis  
praesignata,  
imperatrix inferni, a profetis praeconizata.  
  
Ave virgo facta  
ut sol praeelecta,  
mater intacta,  
sicut luna perpulcra,  
salve parens inclita,  
enixa puerpera,  
stella maris praefulgida,  
felix caeli porta:  
esto nobis via recta  
ad aeterna gaudia,  
ubi pax est et gloria.  
O gloriosissima semper virgo Maria. Amen. 

Dominus dabit benignitatem,  
et terra nostra dabit fructum suum. Amen.  
  
O magnum mysterium   
et admirabile sacramentum,    
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum,    
jacentem in præsepio.    
Beata Virgo, cujus viscera meruerunt   
Portare Dominum Jesum Christum.   Alleluia.  

Hail, most beloved daughter of everlasting 
Charity,  
most thankful mother of everlasting Wisdom,  
most sacred bride of everlasting Inspiration,  
sincerest servant of everlasting Majesty.  
  
Hail, sweet daughter of your son Jesus,  
bountiful mother of Christ, your God,  
bride without the slightest blemish,  
handmaid of the coming of the Lord.  
  
Hail, most singularly generous daughter of the 
Lord,  
most singularly glorious mother of the Lord,  
most singularly beautiful bride of the Lord,  
most singularly obedient handmaid of the 
Lord.  
  
Hail, queen of the sun, full of grace,  
mother of misericordy, famous by her merits,  
mistress of the world, preordained by the 
patriarchs,  
empress of hell, foretold by the prophets.  
  
Hail, virgin made  
as unique as the sun,  
mother unblemished,  
as beautiful as the moon,  
hail, famous begetter,  
diligent mother,  
splendid star of the sea,  
auspicious gate of Heaven:  
be for us a straight path  
to eternal joy,  
where peace and glory are.  
Oh, most glorious and ever-virgin Mary.  Amen 

The Lord shall shew loving-kindness:  
and our land shall give her increase. Amen.   

O great mystery,    
and wonderful sacrament,    
that animals should see the new-born Lord,    
lying in a manger.   
Blessed is the Virgin whose womb was worthy    
To bear Jesus Christ the Lord.   Alleluia. 



Dunedin Consort is Scotland’s leading baroque ensemble, recognised for its vivid 
and insightful performances and recordings. Formed in 1995 and named after Din 
Eidyn, the ancient Celtic name for Edinburgh Castle, Dunedin Consort’s ambition 
is to make early music relevant to the present day. Under the direction of John 
Butt, the ensemble has earned two coveted Gramophone Awards – for the 2007 
recording of Handel’s Messiah and the 2014 recording of Mozart’s Requiem – and 
a Grammy nomination. In 2018, it was shortlisted for a Royal Philharmonic Society 
Ensemble award. 
 
Dunedin Consort performs regularly at major festivals and venues across the UK, 
giving its BBC Proms debut in 2017 with a performance of Bach’s John Passion. In 
the same year, Dunedin Consort announced its first residency at London’s 
Wigmore Hall, complementing its regular series of events in Scotland, as well as 
throughout Europe and beyond. It broadcasts frequently on BBC Radio 3, Classic 
FM and BBC Scotland, and its growing discography on Linn Records includes 
Handel’s Acis and Galatea and Bach’s Brandenburg Concertos, both nominated 
for Gramophone Awards. Other Bach recordings include Mass in B Minor, Violin 
Concertos, Magnificat, Christmas Oratorio, Matthew Passion and John Passion, 
which was nominated for a Recording of the Year award in both Gramophone and 
BBC Music Magazine. A new recording of Handel’s Ode for St Cecilia’s Day, with 
soloists Carolyn Sampson and Ian Bostridge, was released in October 2018. 
Future plans include a recording of Handel’s Samson in its first version of 1743, for 
release in September 2019.
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Altos  
Rory McCleery  
Ruth Kiang  
Rebecca Anderson 

  
  
Tenors  
David Lee  
Malcolm Bennett  
Matthew McKinney 
  
Basses  
Jon Stainsby  
Christopher Webb   
Colum Donovan-Paterson



BEN PARRY 
Ben studied Music and History of Art at 
Cambridge, singing in King’s College 
Choir, while also performing in musicals, 
Gilbert & Sullivan and jazz cabaret. In the 
mid-1980s he joined The Swingle Singers, 
toured globally and performed with some 
of the world’s greatest musicians including 
Pierre Boulez, Stephane Grapelli and Dizzy 
Gillespie. He also wrote many of the 
group’s arrangements at this time, and co-
produced four albums for Virgin Classics 
and EMI. Moving to Edinburgh in 1995, 
Parry took up posts as Director of the 

Scottish Chamber Orchestra Chorus, Director of Choral Music at the Royal 
Scottish Academy of Music and Drama and conductor of Haddo House Opera. 
He also co-founded the Dunedin Consort, which has gone on to establish itself as 
Scotland’s premiere baroque ensemble. He moved back to England in 2003, 
becoming Director of Music at St. Paul’s School, London, then of Junior Academy 
at the Royal Academy of Music, and subsequently his current position as Artistic 
Director of the National Youth Choirs of Great Britain. As co-director of London 
Voices he has conducted many major film soundtracks, from The Hobbit to Harry 
Potter and The Hunger Games, and performed in major concert houses around 
the world. He also conducted London Voices in the epic production of 
Stockhausen’s 6-hour Mittwoch — Birmingham Opera Company’s grand finale to 
the Cultural Olympiad in 2012.  

Ben is Assistant Director of Music at King’s College, Cambridge, where he is 
responsible for the mixed choir, King’s Voices, as well as assisting Stephen 
Cleobury and mentoring the choral and organ scholars. He is also Music Director 
of Aldeburgh Voices, the resident choir at Snape Maltings. Ben’s own 
compositions and arrangements include the popular Faber Carol Book and a 
burgeoning catalogue of choral music for Peters Edition. He has enjoyed 
commissions from, among others, the BBC Singers, Ely, Norwich and Worcester 
cathedrals, and his music has been heard at the BBC Proms and on the TV hit 
series, Glee. He is also a house composer for the commercial library music 
company, Audio Network. Ben features on the credits of well over 100 
recordings, appearing variously as singer, conductor, co-director, director, 
producer, chorus master and composer.    
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Catherine Alexander 
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SUPPORT US — JOIN OUR FRIENDS 
FRIENDS TIERS 
Affiliate   — £5 monthly or £60 each year 
Friend   — £10 monthly or £120 each year 
Fellow  — £20 monthly or £240 each year  
Associate — £40 monthly or  £480 each year 
Companion — £80 monthly or £960 each year 
Consort  — £2,500 and above 

DIRECT DEBIT DETAILS 
Sort Code  ___ ___ / ___ ___ / ___ ___ 
 
Account Number    ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 
 
I would like to donate ______ monthly for ____ months  OR  Continue until I advise you ☐ 

Name         
Address         

         

City                        Postcode     

Phone     

Email         

GIFT AID 
Dunedin Consort is a charity registered in Scotland SC025336. If you gift aid your 
donation we will be able to reclaim 25p for every pound you donate. You must be 
registered for tax in the UK and pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for 
each year (6 April one year to 5 of April the next year) that is at least equal to the amount 
of tax that Dunedin Consort will reclaim on your gifts for the tax year. 

   ☐  I wish for Dunedin Consort to reclaim Gift Aid on my behalf on this donation and on  
 any donation I make in the future or have made in the past 4 years * 
   ☐  I do not wish to Gift Aid this donation 
   ☐  I wish my donation to remain anonymous 

SIGNATURE      

Please complete and return this form to: Dunedin Consort, 77 Montgomery Street, Edinburgh, EH7 
5HZ. 

*This form is processed on our system (GoCardless) and then needs to be authorised by you.  
We require your email address to complete this process. If you do not have an email address, we can set up a standing order.



19 December 2018 – The Queen’s Hall, Edinburgh 
7pm (Children’s Messiah @ 3pm)  www.dunedin-consort.org.uk
 £12–25 (Students & u18s £5)   |  0131 668 2019

MESSIAH
Director John Butt

HANDEL’S



JOIN THE FRIENDS OF DUNEDIN CONSORT 
AND SUPPORT GREAT MUSIC MAKING 
Membership from £5 a month* 

• Priority Season Booking 
• Advance information 
• Exclusive Friends’ events 

Visit www.dunedin-consort.org.uk/friends or call Alfonso Leal in the 
Dunedin Consort office on 0131 516 3718. 

Dunedin Consort also accepts legacy gifts. For further information, contact 
the Dunedin Consort office. 

*when paying by direct debit.              Registered Scottish Charity Number SC025336  

http://www.dunedin-consort.org.uk/friends
http://www.dunedin-consort.org.uk/friends

